Initial published invitation to writers and illustrators

The situation arising from the global spread of the COVID-19 virus and the quarantines imposed because of it have been particularly hard on children. Even as restrictions are lifted, the emotional environment at home will remain disrupted for some time to come – not only because of concerns about the spreading virus, but also due to the domestic and economic hardships which many families now endure.
We therefore wish to invite children’s book authors and illustrators to come together to create a very special gift for our most important audience: children. Let’s give them something we can create together: Tiny Books to the Rescue!
One tiny book should be a story created jointly by an author and illustrator, told in a 6-page small book printed on one sheet of folded A4 paper. Any child will be able to download the book and then print it out and fold it together at home.

Project timeline:

Before starting to create their stories for Lithuanian children, all authors will be invited to listen to presentations by our project mentors – a psychologist and a literary scholar. Our psychologist will explain the emotional difficulties which children may have experienced in recent months and the healing power of reading. A children’s literature specialist will then share her insight about the special power stories have to heal and raise children, even in the most difficult of circumstances and the hardest of times.
After a brief set of exercises, children’s book authors and illustrators will be randomly paired together into teams. We hope this experience will generate not only powerful creativity and unexpected results, but also new projects in the future.
Creative pairs will then meet virtually to generate ideas, discuss them with the project mentors, and then take one week to produce a final work. Project results will be publicized and download links for our new Tiny Books will be released one month after our start date.

Project guidelines:
	All writers and illustrators who’ve published at least one children’s book are invited to register for the project.

	The Tiny Book format is one A4 sheet of paper divided into eight 74 x 105 mm sections.
	Tiny Book texts should not exceed 100 words.
	The number of illustrations should be limited to 3 spreads  (or 6 pages) and the book cover.
	Our target reading audience is children between the ages of 4 and 9 years old.
	Author and illustrator contract information and book titles will be printed on the back page of the book as part of our effort to help both children and artists and publishers living through a particularly difficult time.


Project calendar:
Week 1: Participant registration
Week 2: Announcement of invited participants, virtual presentation by psychologist and literary scholar.
Week 3: Virtual meetings of creative teams, idea brainstorming. (We recommend 2-3 meetings lasting about 45 minutes each). If needed, creative teams can discuss their ideas with project mentors.
Week 4: Work on final Tiny Book texts and illustrations
Week 5: Presentation of the project to the public; Launch of communications work and downloading

